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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention is to enable a portable telephone
capable of switching to a power conservation state so as to
reduce power consumption by limiting the supply of power,
in which the limit on the supply of power can be partially
removed immediately before the portable telephone is used,
without the necessity of cancelling the power conservation
mode through a mechanical button operation to restore the
normal power state. In the case while the supply of power to
a predetermined peripheral device (touch panel) is being
limited by a power conservation mode, an acceleration
sensor detects vibrations applied to the portable telephone as
a first state and a brightness sensor detects the ambient
brightness of the portable telephone as a second state, a CPU
removes the limit on the supply of power to the predeter-
mined peripheral device on the basis of the first state and the
second state.

7 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
PORTABLE TERMINAL DEVICE AND
PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage application of Inter-
national Application No. PCT/JP2012/005702 entiled “Por-
table Terminal Device and Program,” filed on Sep. 10, 2012,
which claims the benefit of the priority of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-205747, filed on Sep. 21, 2011, the
disclosures of each of which are hereby incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a portable terminal device
capable of reducing power consumption by limiting the
supply of power and a program of such a device.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, in the case of a portable terminal device
such as a multifunctional portable telephone referred to as a
smart phone, since a touch panel is mounted thereon as an
operation input device, the number of mechanical push
buttons is extremely limited, and many of them are provided
with only the power-supply button for use in turning
ON/OFF the power supply. Moreover, as a method for
reducing power consumption, such a multifunctional por-
table terminal device uses a power conservation method in
which switching is made between a normal power state
(normal power mode) in which the power supply is not
limited and a power conservation state (power conservation
mode) in which the power consumption is reduced by
limiting the power supply. In this case, the switching from
the normal power mode to the power conservation mode is
carried out on the basis of a non-operation period of time
from the operation of the last time to the next operation, and
when switched to the power conservation mode, the power
supply to a liquid crystal device is cut-off, or the backlight
of the display device is turned off so that the power con-
sumption is reduced to the minimum level.

Moreover, conventionally, a technique has been known
(see Patent Document 1) in which when switching is made
to the above-mentioned power conservation mode, the
power supply to a display unit is cut-off and the processing
frequency of massage receipt or the like is lowered so that
the power consumption is further reduced. Moreover,
another technique has been known in which in addition to
the display unit, the power supply to the touch screen unit is
also cut-off for reducing the power consumption (see Patent
Document 2).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: JP 2010-118834
Patent Document 2: JP 2007-311849

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

In the above-mentioned power consumption mode, such
steps may be taken in which the power supply to the liquid
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crystal display device is cut-off to turn its power supply
“OFF”, the backlight of the display device is turned off and
the power supply to the touch panel is cut-off to turn its
power supply “OFF”’; however, when the power supply to
the touch panel is turned “OFF”, since the device becomes
completely no-responsible even when a human body is made
in contact with the touch panel, only the way to restore a
normal power mode is pressing down the mechanical power-
supply button to cancel the power conservation mode.

However, in the portable terminal device such as a smart
phone, the user attaches a cover over the entire terminal
device in many cases, with the result that depending on the
set position of the power-supply button, the pressing down
operation of the power-supply button becomes very difficult.
For this reason, each time the power conservation mode is
cancelled, a time-consuming pressing down operation of the
power-supply button is required with the result that the user
friendliness tends to be impaired.

The present invention relates to a portable terminal device
capable of switching to a power consumption state for
reducing the power consumption by limiting the supply of
power, and its object is to provide a system in which without
the necessity of restoring a normal power mode by cancel-
ling the power conservation mode through a mechanical
button operation, the limit on the power supply can be
partially removed immediately before using the portable
terminal device.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, one
non-limiting mode of the present invention is provided with:

a portable terminal device including a power switching
section for carrying out switching between a normal power
state in which power supply is not limited and a power
conservation state in which the power supply is limited to
reduce power consumption, the portable terminal device
further comprising:

a first state detection section for detecting vibrations
applied to the portable terminal device as a first state;

a second state detection section for detecting a surface
state of the portable terminal device or a peripheral state
thereof as a second state; and

a power control section which, in the case when a power
supply to a predetermined peripheral device is limited, with
switching being made by the power switching section to the
power conservation state, removes the limit on the supply of
power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first state detected by the first state detection section and
the second state detected by the second state detection
section.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, another
non-limiting mode of the present invention is provided with:

a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium hav-
ing a program stored thereon that is executable by a com-
puter to perform functions comprising:

carrying out switching between a normal power state in
which power supply is not limited and a power conservation
state in which the power supply is limited to reduce power
consumption;

detecting vibrations applied to a portable terminal device
as a first state;

detecting a surface state of the portable terminal device or
a peripheral state thereof as a second state; and

in the case when a power supply to a predetermined
peripheral device is limited, with switching being set to the
power conservation state, removing the limit on the supply
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of power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first detected state and the second detected state.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, in a portable terminal
device capable of switching to a power consumption state
for reducing the power consumption by limiting the supply
of power, without the necessity of restoring a normal power
mode by cancelling the power conservation mode through a
mechanical button operation, the limit on the power supply
can be partially removed immediately before using the
portable terminal device, thereby making it possible to
achieve good applicability and practical usability.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that shows a basic configuration
of a portable telephone of a multifunctional type referred to
as a smart phone that is applied as a portable terminal device.

FIG. 2 is an outside perspective view of the portable
telephone.

FIG. 3 is a view for use in explaining a power supply state
of each of components (blocks) forming the portable tele-
phone in accordance with each of a normal power mode and
a power conservation mode.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an outline of the entire
operations of the portable telephone, with features of a first
embodiment being focused.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the operations following
those of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a basic configuration
of a multi-functional type portable telephone referred to as
a smart phone that is applied as a portable terminal device
in a second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing operations of the portable
telephone following FIG. 4 in the second embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a functional block diagram for use in explaining
functions of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the present invention is described
below in detail with reference to the drawings.
(First Embodiment)

First, referring to FIG. 1 to FIG. 5, the following descrip-
tion will discuss the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that shows a basic configuration
of a portable telephone of a multifunctional type referred to
as a smart phone that is applied as a portable terminal device.
This portable telephone (smart phone) is equipped with
functions of various kinds, such as a voice call function, an
e-mail function and the Internet access function (Web access
function), and is provided with a radio communication unit,
a call-use speaker, a call-use microphone, and the like,
although illustrations thereof are omitted from FIG. 1.
Moreover, when connected to another portable telephone
through a radio communication network (not shown), the
portable telephone is brought into a communicable state
with another portable telephone, or transmittable and receiv-
able states of electronic mails therewith. Furthermore, when
connected to the Internet (not shown) through a radio
communication network, the portable telephone is allowed
to access to a Web site so as to view the site, or allowed to
download multimedia contents, such as videos or music.
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A CPU 1 refers to a central processing unit that is operated
by supplied power from a battery unit (not shown) provided
with a secondary battery, and controls the entire operations
of the portable telephone in accordance with various kinds
of programs inside a memory unit 2. The memory unit 2 in
which, in addition to programs, various kinds of applications
and the like for use in realizing the present embodiment in
accordance with operation sequences shown in FIG. 4 and
FIG. 5, data required for these, timer set values for use in
non-operation period of time to be described later, data
preserved by the user, various set values, and the like are
stored, and this is further used as a work memory that
temporarily stores data. Moreover, the memory unit 2 may
have a structure including a detachable/attachable portable
memory (recording media), such as an SD card or an IC
card.

A timer unit 3 is a timer for measuring a non-operation
period of time from the operation carried out last time to the
next operation, and upon detection that the non-operation
period of time measured by the timer unit 3 has exceeded a
predetermined timer set value, the CPU 1 switches power
modes so that a normal power state (normal power mode) in
which power supply is not limited is switched to a power
conservation state (power conservation mode) in which the
power supply is limited to reduce power consumption. A
power-supply button 4 is a mechanical push button for use
in ON/OFF operating the power supply of the portable
telephone, and the CPU 1 carries out a power OFF process-
ing when the power-supply button 4 is pressed under the
normal power mode; however, when the power-supply but-
ton 4 is pressed under the switched state to the power
conservation mode, the CPU 1 cancels the power conserva-
tion mode to restore the normal power mode.

In the switched state to the power conservation mode, an
acceleration sensor 5 detects a state of vibrations (shaking)
applied to the portable telephone as a first state of the
portable telephone, and outputs a voltage value having an
vibration waveform corresponding to the size of the vibra-
tions (acceleration), and is prepared as an acceleration
sensor with three axes having a structure in which, for
example, voltage values, which are in proportion to the sizes
of acceleration components in three axes directions (X-Y-Z
directions) mutually orthogonal to one another, that is, the
sizes of accelerations applied to three axes of a front to rear
direction, a lateral direction and a longitudinal direction, are
outputted; however, of course, this is not intended to be
limited by the three-axes acceleration sensor. Based upon
whether or not the size of vibrations (acceleration) of the
three axes detected by the acceleration sensor 5 has reached
a predetermined reference value (reference acceleration
value) or more in the switched state to the power conser-
vation mode, the CPU 1 judges whether or not the portable
telephone is brought into a state to be possibly used, for
example, into a state in which the portable telephone is held
by the hand or a state in which the portable telephone in the
held state by the hand is shifted. Additionally, the reference
acceleration values corresponding to the acceleration com-
ponents in three axes of a front to rear direction, a lateral
direction and a longitudinal direction may be set; however,
of course, a reference acceleration value commonly used for
the acceleration components of the three axes may be set.

A brightness sensor 6 is a brightness meter that detects
brightness on the periphery of the portable telephone in the
switched state to the power conservation mode as a second
state of the portable telephone, and based upon whether or
not a peripheral amount of light detected by the brightness
sensor 6 is a reference value (reference brightness value) or



US 9,436,306 B2

5

more, the CPU 1 is adapted to judge whether or not there is
a possibility of the portable telephone being put into a bag,
a clothing pocket, or the like. In the case of a bright
environment where the peripheral amount of light is the
reference brightness value or more, the CPU 1 judges that
the portable telephone is in the environment not being put
into a bag or a clothing pocket, or the like, and that the
portable telephone is possibly used, while in the case of a
dark environment where the peripheral amount of light is
less than the reference brightness value, the CPU 1 judges
that the portable telephone might possibly be in a bag or a
clothing pocket, or the like, and that there is no possibility
of the portable telephone being used.

On the other hand, to the CPU 1, an L.CD (liquid crystal
display device) 7, a touch panel 8 and the like serving as
peripheral devices are connected. These LCD 7 and touch
panel 8 constitute a touch screen (touch input display unit),
and the transparent touch panel 8 is laminated and disposed
on the entire upper surface of the LCD 7. On the LCD 7 side,
an LCD power supply 9 and an LCD controller 10 are
installed, and on the touch panel 8 side, a touch panel power
supply 11 and a touch panel controller 12 are installed. Here,
the LCD 7 is controlled by the LCD controller 10, and under
control by the CPU 1, the LCD power supply 9 supplies
power to the LCD controller 10 and the LCD 7. The touch
panel 8 is controlled by the tough panel controller 12, and
under control by the CPU 1, the touch panel power supply
11 supplies power to the touch panel controller 12 and the
touch panel 8.

FIG. 2 is an outside perspective view of the portable
telephone.

The entire casing of the portable telephone has a thin
rectangular body, and virtually on the entire region on the
front face portion, the LCD 7 and touch panel 8 forming a
touch screen (touch input display unit) are disposed. More-
over, on the front face portion of the casing, the acceleration
sensor 5 and the brightness sensor 6 are installed below
(front face lower end portion of the casing) the LCD 7 and
the touch panel 8. Moreover, a power supply button 4 is
disposed on an upper end portion of the casing serving as a
position that the user cannot easily operate so as to prevent
erroneous operations. Additionally, it is needless to say that
the layout positions of the acceleration sensor 5, the bright-
ness sensor 6, and the power supply button 4 are not limited
by the above-mentioned positions.

FIG. 3 is a view for use in explaining a power supply state
of each of components (blocks) forming the portable tele-
phone in accordance with each of the normal power mode
and the power conservation mode.

In the normal power mode, a power supply “ON” state is
prepared in which power is supplied to all the components
(blocks), that is, the CPU 1, the memory unit 2, the timer unit
3, the power supply button 4, the acceleration sensor 5, the
brightness sensor 6, the LCD 7, the touch panel 8, the LCD
power supply 9, the LCD controller 10, the touch panel
power supply 11, the touch panel controller 12, and the like.
In the power conservation mode, although the power supply
“ON?” state for supplying power is prepared for the CPU 1,
the memory unit 2, the timer unit 3, the power supply button
4, the acceleration sensor 5, and the brightness sensor 6, a
power supply “OFF” state in which power supply is limited
(cut-off) is imposed on the LCD 7, the touch panel 8, the
LCD power supply 9, the LCD controller 10, the touch panel
power supply 11, the touch panel controller 12, and the like.
Additionally, in the power conservation mode, the CPU 1 is
in a power “ON” state that allows a lowest minimum
operation.
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Referring to flowcharts shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the
following description will discuss operation concepts of the
portable telephone in accordance with the first embodiment.
In this case, respective functions described in the flowcharts
are stored in the form of program codes capable of being
read, and operations are successively executed in accor-
dance with these program codes.

FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 are flowcharts that show the outline of
the entire operations of the portable telephone, with features
of the first embodiment being focused.

First, when a power ON operation (pressing operation) is
carried out through the power supply button 4 (YES in Step
S1), the CPU 1 is switched to a normal power mode so that
power supply is started and given to the respective compo-
nents (blocks) of the portable telephone (Step S2).

After timer resetting and starting operations, that is, after
resetting a measured value of the timer unit 3 and starting its
measuring operation (Step S3), the CPU 1 examines whether
or not a power OFF operation (pressing operation) has been
carried out by the power supply button 4 (Step S4), exam-
ines whether or not another operation has been carried out
(Step S5), and also examines whether or not the measured
value of the timer unit 3 has reached a non-operation period
of time (timer set value) TS or more (Step S8). In the case
when the power OFF operation has just been carried out
(YES in Step S4), after executing the power OFF operation
(not shown in the FIG.), the operations of the flows of FIG.
4 and FIG. 5 are terminated.

Moreover, in the case when another operation is carried
out (YES in Step S5), as a processing (Step S6) correspond-
ing to the operation, for example, upon receipt of a call, a
processing for starting a communication is carried out, upon
originating a call, a telephone number inputting processing
and a calling processing from an address book are carried
out, and upon forming a mail, an electronic mail forming
processing or the like is carried out. Moreover, after timer
resetting and starting operations of the timer unit 3 (Step
S7), the CPU 1 allows the sequence to proceed to Step S8.
Thereafter, each time an operation other than the power OFF
operation is carried out, the processing corresponding to the
operation is executed (Step S6).

In the case when the measured value of the timer unit 3
has just reached the non-operation period of time (timer set
value) TS or more (YES in Step S8), switching is made from
a normal power mode to a power conservation mode (Step
S9). In this case, after allowing the LCD 7 to display the
corresponding message, the switching to the power conser-
vation mode may be made. Upon switching to the power
conservation mode, to the CPU 1, the memory unit 2, the
timer unit 3, the power supply button 4, the acceleration
sensor 5, and the brightness sensor 6, the power supply, as
it is, is continuously carried out; however, to the LCD 7, the
touch panel 8, the LCD power supply 9, the LCD controller
10, the touch panel power supply 11, the touch panel
controller 12 and the like, the power supply thereto is limited
(cutofl). Thus, the display of the LCD 7 is erased to bring the
touch panel 8 to an unusable state.

In the power conservation mode, the size S1 of an
acceleration (vibrations) detected by the acceleration sensor
5 is acquired (Step S10), and the CPU 1 judges as to whether
or not the acceleration value S1 is a predetermined reference
acceleration value (threshold value) S or more (Step S11). In
the case when the detected acceleration value S1 is the
reference acceleration value S or more (YES in Step S11),
the CPU 1 judges that the portable telephone is in a state to
be highly possibly used, for example, in a state in which the
portable telephone is held by the hand or in a state in which
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the portable telephone in the held state by the hand is shifted;
however, in the case when the detected acceleration value S1
is less than the reference acceleration value S (NO in Step
S11), the CPU 1 judges that there is no possibility of use, and
the CPU 1 returns the sequence to the aforementioned Step
S10 so that the power conservation mode, as it is, is
maintained. In the case when the detected acceleration value
S1 is the reference acceleration value S or more, that is, in
the case when the portable telephone is highly possibly used
(YES in Step S11), brightness L1 on the periphery of the
portable telephone, detected by the brightness sensor 6, is
acquired (Step S12).

Moreover, the CPU 1 judges whether or not the brightness
value L1 acquired from the brightness sensor 6 is a prede-
termined reference brightness value (threshold value) L. or
more (Step S13). In the case when the detected brightness
value L1 is the reference brightness value L or more (YES
in Step S13), there is a possibility that the portable telephone
has been taken out of a bag, a clothing pocket, or the like;
that is, the CPU 1 judges that there is a high possibility that
the portable telephone is not put into a bag, a clothing
pocket, or the like, while in the case when the detected
brightness value L1 is less than the reference brightness
value L (NO in Step S13), the CPU judges that there is a
possibility that the portable telephone is put in a bag, a
clothing pocket, or the like so that the CPU 1 returns the
sequence to the aforementioned Step S10, and the power
conservation mode, as it is, is maintained. Supposing that the
detected brightness value L1 is the reference brightness
value L. or more to indicate a bright environment, that is,
supposing that there is a high possibility that the portable
telephone is not put into a bag, or a clothing pocket, or the
like (YES in Step S13), the CPU 1 allows the sequence to
proceed to the flowchart of FIG. 5, wherein by turning the
touch panel power supply 11 “ON”, the limit on the power
supply to the touch panel 8 and the touch panel controller 12
is removed (Step S14). Thus, the touch panel 8 is allowed to
restore its usable state (input state capable of accepting a
touch operation).

That is, in the power conservation mode, upon judging
that the acceleration value S1 is the reference acceleration
value S or more, with the brightness value .1 being the
reference brightness value L or more, the CPU 1 judges that
there is a high possibility that the portable telephone is used,
and activates the touch panel 8 and the touch panel controller
12. Moreover, after the timer resetting and starting opera-
tions of the timer unit 3 (Step S15), the CPU 1 examines
whether or not a touch operation is carried out on the touch
panel 8 before the measured value of the timer unit 3 has
elapsed the non-operation period of time (timer set value) TS
(within the timer set value TS) (Step S16). Additionally, the
touch position onto the touch panel 8 is not limited to the
panel center position, and may be set to any position, such
as a panel peripheral portion. In the case when no touch
operation is executed within the period of time of the timer
set value TS (“NO” in Step S16), by turning the touch panel
power supply 11 “OFF”, the power supply to the touch panel
8 and the touch panel controller 12 is again limited (Step
S20). Thereafter, the CPU 1 returns the sequence to Step S10
of FIG. 4 where the acceleration detection is carried out.

Moreover, in the case when a touch operation is carried
out within the period of time of the timer set value TS (YES
in Step S16 of FIG. 5), by further turning the LCD power
supply 9 “ON”, while power is being supplied to the touch
panel 8, the limit on the supply of power to the LCD 7 and
the LCD controller 10 is removed (Step S17). Thus, the LCD
7 is allowed to restore its displayable state. Moreover, after
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timer resetting and starting operations of the timer unit 3
(Step S18), the CPU 1 examines whether or not a lock
cancelling operation has been carried out (Step S19) before
the measured value of the timer unit 3 has elapsed the
non-operation period of time (timer set value) TS (within the
period of time of the timer set value TS) (Step S19). This
lock cancelling operation is an operation for use in, for
example, cancelling a security lock by inputting a user
password.

In this case, when the lock cancelling operation is not
carried out within the period of time of the timer set value
TS (NO in Step S19), by turning the LCD power supply 9
“OFF”, the power supply to the LCD 7 and the LCD
controller 10 is again limited (Step S21), while by turning
the touch panel power supply 11 “OFF”, the power supply
to the touch panel 8 and the touch panel controller 12 is
again limited (Step S20). Thereafter, the CPU 1 returns the
sequence to Step S10 in FIG. 4 where the acceleration
detection is carried out. Moreover, when the lock cancelling
operation is carried out within the period of time of the timer
set value TS (YES in Step S19), the CPU 1 allows the
sequence to proceed to Step S2 in FIG. 4 so that switching
is made from a power conservation mode to a normal power
mode. Although illustrations thereof are omitted from the
flowcharts of FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, when the power supply
button 4 is pressed under the power conservation mode, the
power conservation mode is cancelled to restore the normal
power mode.

As described above, in the first embodiment, in the case
when under a state where power supply to a predetermined
peripheral device is limited by the power conservation
mode, vibrations applied to the portable telephone are
detected by the acceleration sensor 5 as a first state, while the
brightness on the periphery of the portable telephone is
detected by the brightness sensor 6 as a second state, the
CPU 1 is designed to remove the limit on the supply of
power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first and second states; therefore, without the necessity of
restoring the normal power mode by cancelling the power
conservation mode through a mechanical button operation in
the power conservation mode, the limit on the power supply
can be partially removed immediately before using the
portable telephone, thereby making it possible to achieve
good applicability and practical usability. In other words, for
example, by simply holding the portable telephone in the
hand, or by moving the portable telephone in its held sate in
the hand, or by taking the portable telephone out of a bag,
a clothing pocket, or the like, so as to use the portable
telephone, the user is allowed to partially remove the limit
on the power supply, without the necessity of any mechani-
cal button operation. For this reason, it is not necessary to
dispose the power supply button 4 at an easily operable
position, and it is possible to make the portable telephone
free from limitations on designing and advantageous from
the view point of a large size screen or the like, thereby
making it possible to achieve good applicability and high
practical usability.

The predetermined peripheral device refers to the touch
panel 8, and based upon the first state and the second state,
by removing the limit on the supply of power to the touch
panel 8, the touch panel 8 is brought into an inputtable state
capable of accepting a touch operation so that even in the
case when the power supply to the touch panel 8 is limited
under the power conservation mode, since the touch panel 8
is activated immediately before the portable telephone is
used, it is possible to carry out a touch operation immedi-
ately.
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Since the power supply to the touch panel 8 is again
limited in the case when no touch operation is carried out
within a predetermined period of time after removing the
limit on the supply of power to the touch panel 8, even when
the touch panel 8 is activated on the assumption that the
portable telephone is possibly used, the power supply to the
touch panel 8 is again limited when no touch operation is
carried out within a predetermined period of time thereafter
so that it is possible to reduce wasteful power consumption.

In the case when a touch operation is carried out within
the predetermined period of time after removing the limit on
the supply of power to the touch panel 8, the limit on the
supply of power to the LCD 7 is removed; therefore,
immediately after touching the touch panel 8, the user is
allowed to carry out an input operation while immediately
confirming an input state of a password or the like through
the display contents on the LCD 7.

In the case when within a predetermined period of time
after the removal of the limit on the supply of power to the
LCD 7, an operation for cancelling the power conservation
mode is carried out on the touch panel 8, switching is made
to the normal power mode; therefore, it is possible to restore
the normal power mode from the power conservation mode
by carrying out an operation on the touch panel 8.

Additionally, in the above-mentioned first embodiment, in
the case when the CPU 1 judges whether or not a touch
operation is carried out within a predetermined period of
time after the removal of the limit on the supply of power to
the touch panel 8, the non-operation time (timer set value)
TS is used as the predetermined period of time; however, the
present invention is not intended to be limited by this. In the
same manner, in the case when the CPU judges whether or
not an operation for cancelling the power conservation mode
is carried out on the touch panel 8 within a predetermined
period of time after the removal of the limit on the supply of
power supply to the LCD 7, the non-operation time (timer
set value) TS is used as the predetermined period of time;
however, the present invention is not intended to be limited
by this.

Moreover, in the above-mentioned first embodiment, no
description has been given on a backlight (not shown) for
illuminating the LCD 7; however, upon removal of the limit
on the supply of power to the LCD 7, a backlight may be
lighted on for a predetermined period of time, or may be
turned on and off so as to urge the user to operate. Moreover,
in the case of a portable telephone having an extended
section (touch key, touch sensor) by which the touch panel
8 is extended, since functions assigned to the extended
section (for example, stop, reproduce, fast-forward, rewind
upon reproducing music) need to be operated by a touch
operation on the extended section, it is not necessary to turn
the LCD 7 into a completely dark state even in the case of
the power conservation mode.

(Embodiment 2)

Referring to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, the following description
will discuss a second embodiment of the present invention.

In the above-mentioned first embodiment, the present
invention is applied to the touch panel 8 as a predetermined
peripheral device in which the power supply is limited in the
power conservation mode, and in the state where the power
supply to the touch panel 8 is limited, the limit on the supply
of power to the touch panel 8 is removed in accordance with
detection results of the acceleration sensor 5 and the bright-
ness sensor 6; however, in the second embodiment, the
present invention is applied to a camera (image capture
device) as the predetermined peripheral device in which the
power supply is limited in the power conservation mode, and
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in the state where the power supply to the camera is limited,
the limit on the supply of power to the camera is removed
in accordance with detection results of the acceleration
sensor 5 and the brightness sensor 6. In this case, in the two
embodiments, those parts that are basically the same or the
same in terms of names are indicated by the same reference
numerals, and the descriptions thereof will be omitted, and
the following description will mainly discuss features of the
second embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a basic configuration
of a multi-functional type portable telephone referred to as
a smart phone that is applied as a portable terminal device
in the second embodiment.

In addition to the same functions as those of the afore-
mentioned first embodiment, this portable telephone (smart
phone) of the second embodiment is provided with a camera
function, and an image recognizing function that carries out
a user identification (personal identification) based upon an
image captured by the camera function. Moreover, in the
same manner as in the first embodiment, the portable tele-
phone is also provided with a CPU 1 serving as a central
unit, a memory unit 2, a timer unit 3, a power supply button
4, an acceleration sensor 5, a brightness sensor 6, an LCD 7,
a touch panel 8, an LCD power supply 9, an LCD controller
10, a touch panel power supply 11, and a touch panel
controller 12. Moreover, a camera 13, a camera power
supply 14 and a camera controller 15 are installed in the
portable telephone of the second embodiment.

The camera 13, which corresponds to a predetermined
peripheral device in which the power supply is limited in a
power conservation mode, is provided with image pickup
devices such as CCD’s for use in capturing an image of a
subject, and controlled by the camera controller 15. More-
over, the camera 13 is installed in the vicinity of (for
example, lower side) the LCD 7 and the touch panel 8 that
constitute a touch screen (touch input display unit) on the
front face portion of a casing of the portable telephone. That
is, the camera 13 is disposed on the front face portion of the
casing in the same manner as in the LCD 7 and the touch
panel 8. The camera power supply 14 supplies power to the
camera controller 15 and the camera 13 under control by the
CPU 1, and in the power conservation mode, the CPU 1 is
designed to limit (cut-off) the power supply to the camera
controller 15 and the camera power supply 14 by turning
“OFF” the camera power supply 14.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing operations of the portable
telephone following FIG. 4 in the second embodiment.
Additionally, in the second embodiment also, operations are
carried out in accordance with the flow of FIG. 4.

First, in the case when the acceleration value S1 detected
by the acceleration sensor 5 in the power conservation mode
is its reference acceleration value S or more (YES in Step
S11 of FIG. 4), with the brightness value [.1 detected by the
brightness sensor 6 being its reference brightness value L or
more (YES in Step S13), the CPU 1 allows the sequence to
proceed to the flow of FIG. 7 on the assumption that the
portable telephone is highly possibly used so that by turning
the camera power supply 14 “ON”, the limit on the supply
of power to the camera 13 and the camera controller 15 is
removed (Step S21). Thus, the camera 13 is activated (Step
S22), and an automatic image capturing processing is car-
ried out (Step S23). Moreover, the CPU 1 examines whether
or not the face portion of a person has been detected by
analyzing the image captured by the camera 13 (Step S24).

If the face of a person cannot be detected (NO in Step
S24), by turning the camera power supply 14 “OFF”, the
power supply to the camera 13 and the camera controller 15
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is again limited (Step S27). Thereafter, the CPU 1 returns the
sequence to Step S10 of FIG. 4 for use in detecting the
acceleration. Moreover, if the face of a person can be
detected (YES in Step S24), a personal identification is
carried out by collating the face with registered facial
images preliminarily registered as user personal images
(Step S25). As a result, if the personal identification is not
made (NO in Step S25), the CPU 1 allows the sequence to
proceed to the aforementioned Step S27, and by turning the
camera controller power supply 15 “OFF”, the power supply
to the camera 13 and the camera controller 15 is again
limited, while if the personal identification is successfully
made (YES in Step S25), the security lock is cancelled (Step
S26). Then, the CPU 1 allows the sequence to proceed to
Step S2 of FIG. 4 so that switching is made from the power
conservation mode to the normal power mode.

As described above, in the second embodiment, in the
case when in the state where the power supply to the camera
13 is limited by the power conservation mode, the vibrations
applied to the portable telephone are detected by the accel-
eration sensor 5 as the first state, with the brightness on the
periphery of the portable telephone being detected by the
brightness sensor 6 as the second state, the CPU 1 removes
the limit on the supply of power to the camera 13 to be
brought into a state capable of capturing an image, based
upon the first state and the second state; therefore, even
when the power supply to the camera 13 is limited by
switching modes to the power conservation mode, by
removing the limit on the supply of power to the camera 13
immediately before the use of the portable telephone, the
camera can be activated.

Moreover, after removing the limit on the supply of power
to the camera 13 in the power conservation mode, the
personal identification is carried out based upon the captured
image, and as a result, if the personal identification is not
made, the power supply to the camera 13 is again limited;
therefore, wasteful power consumption can be reduced.

Furthermore, after removing the limit on the supply of
power to the camera 13 in the power conservation mode, the
personal identification is carried out based upon the captured
image, and as a result, if the personal identification is
successfully made, the normal power mode is restored;
therefore, the restoring processing is easily realized without
the necessity of the user having to pay special attention,
thereby making it possible to achieve good applicability
with high practical effects.

In the above-mentioned respective embodiments, in the
case when vibrations applied to the portable telephone are
detected by the acceleration sensor 5 as the first state, with
the brightness on the periphery of the portable telephone
being detected by the brightness sensor 6 as the second state,
based upon the first state and the second state, the limit on
the supply of power to a predetermined peripheral device is
removed; however, the CPU 1 judges whether or not the
second state satisfies a predetermined condition, and when
the CPU 1 judges that the condition is satisfied, the limit on
the supply of power may be removed. For example, sup-
posing that the condition to be satisfied by the second state
is “time zone”, in time zones in the middle of the night and
in the early morning, the detection results by the brightness
sensor 6 may be ignored, and by using only the results of
detection by the acceleration sensor 5, the limit on the
supply of power may be removed. With this arrangement, it
is possible to prevent an occurrence of a state in which in a
completely dark state, such as while in bed, the limit on the
supply of power cannot be cancelled for a long time.
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Moreover, in the above-mentioned respective embodi-
ments, the reference acceleration value S is given as a fixed
value; however, the reference acceleration value S may be
altered in accordance with the results of detection by the
brightness sensor 6. For example, an arrangement is pro-
posed in which in the case when a dark state is detected by
the brightness sensor 6, the reference acceleration value S
may be set to be greater; thus, it is possible to prevent an
occurrence of such an erroneous operation as to remove the
limit on the supply of power based upon a detection of a
small acceleration in a bag or a pocket. That is, in a dark
state, the limit on the supply of power may be removed by
the detection of a large acceleration. With this arrangement,
it is possible to prevent an occurrence of a state in which in
a completely dark state, such as while in bed, the limit on the
supply of power cannot be removed for a long time.

Moreover, in the above-mentioned respective embodi-
ments, an arrangement is made in which upon limiting a
power supply to a predetermined peripheral device by the
power conservation mode, the power supply is cut-off;
however, not limited to the cut-off, for example, a partial
supply may be made to the peripheral device, or the amount
of power supply may be decreased, or the supply is made
intermittently; that is, the way how to limit the power supply
can be desirably determined.

Furthermore, in the above-mentioned respective embodi-
ments, in the case when the acceleration value S1 detected
by the acceleration sensor 5 is its reference acceleration
value S or more and when the brightness value L1 detected
by the brightness sensor 6 is its reference brightness value L
or more, the CPU 1 judges that the portable telephone is in
a state to be highly possibly used; however, the CPU 1 may
judge that the portable telephone is in a state to be highly
possibly used based upon a state of change in the accelera-
tion and brightness. In other words, not limited to the
comparison between the detected result and the threshold
value (reference acceleration value S or reference brightness
value L), by detecting a state of change in the acceleration
such as a case in which vibrations have increased drastically,
or by detecting a state of change in the brightness such as a
case in which the brightness has increased abruptly, it may
be judged that the portable telephone is in a state to be highly
possibly used based upon a state of change in the accelera-
tion or a state of change in the brightness.

Furthermore, in the above-mentioned respective embodi-
ments, the brightness sensor 6 has been exemplified as a
sensor for detecting the surface of a portable telephone or a
peripheral state thereof as a second state; however, not
limited to the brightness sensor 6, for example, a proximity
sensor, such as that of an induction type, an electrostatic
capacitive type, an electromagnetic wave type, or an infra-
red-ray type, which detects an approaching state of a person,
may be used, and in addition to this, by using a contact
sensor, a temperature sensor or the like that detects a contact
state to a human body, the surface of the portable telephone
or the peripheral state thereof may be detected.

In the above-mentioned respective embodiments, the por-
table telephone is exemplified as a portable terminal device;
however, the portable terminal device may be prepared as a
digital camera (compact camera), a PDA (personal portable
information communication apparatus), a portable music
player, a portable game machine and the like.

Additionally, the “device” and “unit” used in the above-
mentioned respective embodiments may be separated into a
plurality of casings depending on functions thereof, and are
not limited to a single casing. Moreover, the respective steps
described in the aforementioned flowcharts are not limited to
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processing that are time-sequentially executed, and a plu-
rality of steps may be processed in parallel with one another
or may be individually processed independently.

The part or whole of the embodiment described above can
be described as, but not limited to, the following supple-
mentary notes. The following description will collectively
discuss various modes of the present invention as supple-
mentary notes.

(Supplementary Note 1)

FIG. 8 is a structural diagram of Supplementary Note 1.
As depicted in this drawing, the invention described in
Supplementary Note 1 provides a portable terminal device
including a power switching section 101 for carrying out
switching between a normal power state in which power
supply is not limited and a power conservation state in which
the power supply is limited to reduce power consumption,
and the portable terminal device is further provided with:

a first state detection section 102 for detecting vibrations
applied to the portable terminal device as a first state (CPU
1 and acceleration sensor 5 in FIG. 1);

a second state detection section 103 for detecting a
surface state of the portable terminal device or a peripheral
state thereof as a second state (CPU 1 and brightness sensor
6 in FIG. 1); and

a power control section 105 (CPU 1, LCD power supply
9 and touch panel power supply 11 in FIG. 1 and camera
power supply 14 in FIG. 6) which, in the case when a power
supply to a predetermined peripheral device 104 (touch
panel 8 in FIG. 1 or camera 13 in FIG. 6) is limited, with
switching being made by the power switching section 101 to
the power conservation state, removes the limit on the
supply of power to the predetermined peripheral device
based upon the first state detected by the first state detection
section 102 and the second state detected by the second state
detection section 103.

(Supplementary Note 2)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 1, wherein the predetermined peripheral device is a
touch input section for inputting data in response to a touch
operation, and

the power control section removes the limit on the supply
of power to the touch input section based upon the first state
detected by the first state detection section and the second
state detected by the second state detection section, and
brings the touch input section to an inputtable state for
accepting a touch operation.

(Supplementary Note 3)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 2, further comprising:

a touch operation judging section for judging whether or
not a touch operation to the touch input section has been
carried out within a predetermined period of time after the
limit on the supply of power to the touch input section was
removed by the power control section in the power conser-
vation state,

wherein upon judging that no touch operation has been
carried out within the predetermined period of time by the
touch operation judging section, the power control section
again limits the power supply to the touch input section.
(Supplementary Note 4)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 3, further comprising:

a display section for displaying data,

wherein in the case when the power supply to the display
section is limited, with switching being made by the power
switching section to the power conservation state, upon
judging that a touch operation has been carried out within
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the predetermined period of time by the touch operation
judging section, the power control section removes the limit
on the supply of power to the display section.
(Supplementary Note 5)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 4, further comprising:

a cancellation operation judging section for judging
whether or not an operation for canceling the power con-
servation state has been carried out within a predetermined
period of time after the removal of the limit on the supply of
power to the display section by the touch input section,

wherein upon judging that a canceling operation has been
carried out in the touch input section by the cancellation
operation judging section, the power switching section car-
ries out switching from the power conservation state to the
normal power state.

(Supplementary Note 6)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 1, wherein the predetermined peripheral device is an
image capture section for capturing an image of a subject,
and

the power control section removes the limit on the supply
of power to the image capture section based upon the first
state detected by the first state detection section and the
second state detected by the second state detection section so
as to bring the image capture section to a state capable of
capturing an image.

(Supplementary Note 7)

The portable terminal device according to Supplementary
Note 6, further comprising:

an image recognizing step for carrying out a personal
identification based upon an image captured by the image
capture section after removing the limit on the supply of
power to the image capture section by the power control
section in the power conservation state, and

in the case when the personal identification is not con-
firmed by the image recognizing section, the power control
section again limits power supply to the image capture
section.

(Supplementary Note 8)

The portable terminal device according to claim 6 or
claim 7, wherein in the case when the personal identification
has been confirmed by the image recognizing section, the
power switching section carries out switching from the
power conservation state to the normal power state.
(Supplementary Note 9)

The portable terminal device according to anyone of
claim 1 to claim 8, wherein in the case when, upon removing
the limit on the supply of power to the predetermined
peripheral device based upon the first state detected by the
first state detection section and the second state detected by
the second state detection section, the power control section
judges whether or not the second state detected by the
second state detection section satisfies a predetermined
condition, and upon judging that the condition is satisfied,
removes the limit on the supply of power to the predeter-
mined peripheral device.

(Supplementary Note 10)

A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium hav-
ing program stored thereon that is executable by a computer
to perform functions comprising:

carrying out switching between a normal power state in
which power supply is not limited and a power conservation
state in which the power supply is limited to reduce power
consumption;

detecting vibrations applied to a portable terminal device
as a first state;
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detecting a surface state of the portable terminal device or
a peripheral state thereof as a second state; and

in the case when a power supply to a predetermined
peripheral device is limited, with switching being set to the
power conservation state, removing the limit on the supply
of power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first detected state and the second detected state.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 CPU

2 memory unit

3 timer unit

4 power supply button

5 acceleration sensor

6 brightness sensor

7 LCD

8 touch panel

9 L.CD power supply

10 LCD controller

11 touch panel power supply

12 touch panel controller

13 camera

14 camera power supply

15 camera controller

The invention claimed is:

1. A portable terminal device including a power switching
section for carrying out switching between a normal power
state in which power supply is not limited and a power
conservation state in which the power supply is limited to
reduce power consumption, the portable terminal device
further comprising: a first state detection section for detect-
ing vibrations applied to the portable terminal device as a
first state; a second state detection section for detecting a
surface state of the portable terminal device or a peripheral
state thereof as a second state, which comprises detecting a
surrounding environment of the portable terminal device;
and a power control section which, in the case when a power
supply to a predetermined peripheral device is limited, with
switching being made by the power switching section to the
power conservation state, removes the limit on the supply of
power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first state detected by the first state detection section and
the second state detected by the second state detection
section, wherein the predetermined peripheral device is a
touch input section of the portable terminal device’s touch
screen for inputting data in response to a touch operation,
and the power control section removes the limit on the
supply of power to the touch input section based upon the
first state detected by the first state detection section and the
second state detected by the second state detection section,
and brings the touch input section to an inputtable state for
accepting a touch operation, wherein the portable terminal
device further comprises a touch operation judging section
for judging whether or not a touch operation to the touch
input section has been carried out within a predetermined
period of time after the limit on the supply of power to the
touch input section was removed by the power control
section in the power conservation state, wherein upon judg-
ing that no touch operation has been carried out within the
predetermined period of time by the touch operation judging
section, the power control section again limits the power
supply to the touch input section and upon judging that a
touch operation has been carried out within the predeter-
mined period of time by the touch operation judging section,
the power control section removes the limits on the power
supply to the touch input section, wherein the portable
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terminal device further comprises a display section of the
portable terminal device’s touch screen for displaying data,
and wherein in the case when the power supply to the
display section is limited, with switching being made by the
power switching section to the power conservation state,
upon judging that no touch operation has been carried out
within the predetermined period of time by the operation
judging section, the power control section again limits the
supply of power to the display section and upon judging that
a touch operation has been carried out within the predeter-
mined period of time by the touch operation judging section,
the power control section removes the limit on the supply of
power to the display section.

2. The portable terminal device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a cancellation operation judging section for judging
whether or not an operation for cancelling the power
conservation state has been carried out within a prede-
termined period of time after the removal of the limit on
the supply of power to the display section by the touch
input section,

wherein upon judging that a cancelling operation has been
carried out in the touch input section by the cancella-
tion operation judging section, the power switching
section carries out switching from the power conser-
vation state to the normal power state.

3. The portable terminal device according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined peripheral device is an image
capture section for capturing an image of a subject, and

the power control section removes the limit on the supply
of power to the image capture section based upon the
first state detected by the first state detection section
and the second state detected by the second state
detection section so as to bring the image capture
section to a state capable of capturing an image.

4. The portable terminal device according to claim 3,
further comprising: an image recognizing section for carry-
ing out a personal identification based upon an image
captured by the image capture section after removing the
limit on the supply of power to the image capture section by
the power control section in the power conservation state,
and

in the case when the personal identification is not con-
firmed by the image recognizing section, the power
control section again limits power supply to the image
capture section.

5. The portable terminal device according to claim 3,
wherein in the case when the personal identification has
been confirmed by the image recognizing section, the power
switching section carries out switching from the power
conservation state to the normal power state.

6. The portable terminal device according to claim 1,
wherein in the case when, upon removing the limit on the
supply of power to the predetermined peripheral device
based upon the first state detected by the first state detection
section and the second state detected by the second state
detection section, the power control section judges whether
or not the second state detected by the second state detection
section satisfies a predetermined condition, and upon judg-
ing that the condition is satisfied, removes the limit on the
supply of power to the predetermined peripheral device.

7. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having a program stored thereon that is executable by a
computer to perform functions comprising: a power switch-
ing processing for carrying out switching between a normal
power state in which power supply is not limited and a
power conservation state in which the power supply is
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limited to reduce power consumption; a first detection
processing for detecting vibrations applied to a portable
terminal device as a first state; a second detection processing
for detecting a surface state of the portable terminal device
or a peripheral state thereof as a second state, which com-
prises detecting a surrounding environment of the portable
terminal device; and a power control processing for, in the
case when a power supply to a predetermined peripheral
device is limited, with switching being set to the power
conservation state, removing the limit on the supply of
power to the predetermined peripheral device based upon
the first detected state and the second detected state, wherein
the predetermined peripheral device is a touch input section
of the portable terminal device’s touch screen for inputting
data in response to a touch operation, and the power control
processing removes the limit on the supply of power to the
touch input section second state detected by the second state
detection processing, and brings the touch input section to an
inputtable state for accepting a touch operation, wherein a
touch operation judging processing for judging whether or
not a touch operation to the touch input section has been
carried out within a predetermined period of time after the
limit on the supply of power to the touch input section was
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removed by the power control processing in the power
conservation state is performed, wherein upon judging that
no touch operation has been carried out within the prede-
termined period of time by the touch operation judging
processing, the power control processing again limits the
power supply to the touch input section and upon judging
that a touch operation has been carried out within the
predetermined period of time by the touch operation judging
section, the power control section removes the limits on the
power supply to the touch input section, and wherein in the
case when the power supply to a display section of the
portable terminal device’s touch screen for displaying data
is limited, with switching being made by the power switch-
ing processing to the power conservation state, upon judging
that no touch operation has been carried out within the
predetermined period of time by the touch operation judging
section, the power control section again limits the supply of
power to the display section and upon judging that a touch
operation has been carried out within the predetermined
period of time by the touch operation judging processing, the
power control processing removes the limit on the supply of
power to the display section.
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